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We are glad to in form you about the FEBS Ad vanced
Course „Ad vanced meth ods in macromolecular crys tal li -
za tion“ held in the Ac a demic and Uni ver sity Cen ter (AUC) 
at Nove Hrady dur ing the first week of Oc to ber (2 - 9. 10.
2004). 

In or der to achieve its high level, qual i fied crys tal log ra -
phers such as Prof. Jan Drenth from Rijksuniversiteit
Groningen (The Neth er lands), Prof. Rich ard Giegé from
Institut de Biologie Moléculaire et Cellulaire du
CNRS-Lab. de Bioch., Strasburg (France), Prof. Rolf
Hilgenfeld and Dr. Jeroen Mesters from Uni ver sity of
Luebeck (Ger many), Dr. Terese Berfors from Upsalla Uni -
ver sity (Swe den), Prof. Juan Manuel García-Ruiz from
Laboratorio de Estudios Cristalografico (LEC) Edificio
BIC-Granada (Spain), and oth ers, were in vited to give the
lec tures as well as or ga nize prac ti cal ex er cises for seven
Czech and twelve for eign un der grad u ate and post grad u ate
stu dents.  The FEBS AC was spon sored by the Fed er a tion
of Eu ro pean Bio chem i cal So ci et ies first of all; com pa nies

as Jena Bio sci ence GmbH, Jena, Ger many, Olym pus C&S
spol. s r.o., MERCK spol. s r.o. and Pragolab s.r.o., all from 
Prague, Czech Re pub lic, have given crys tal li za tion kits and 
items for prac ti cal ex er cises. 

Dur ing morn ing lec tures stu dents were ac quainted with 
stan dard as well as ad vanced meth ods of pro tein iso la tion,
pu ri fi ca tion and crys tal li za tion. Freshly ob tained knowl -
edge was trained dur ing af ter noon prac ti cal ex er cises,
which took place in the Lab o ra tory of Crystallogenesis.
Us ing dif fer ent crys tal li za tion meth ods such as hang ing
drop and sit ting drop va por dif fu sion meth ods, crys tal li za -
tion in a gel, etc., stu dents grew their own crys tals of the
own or/and model pro tein lysozyme. They also learnt the
ways of crys tal seed ing and freez ing as well as how to work 
with com mer cially avail able so lu tion sets and how and
why to use dy namic light scat ter ing.

We are glad to state that the or ga ni za tion com mit tee
also man aged to se cure a qual ity pro gram for free time of
all par tic i pants (or gan con cert in Mon as tery of saint Pe ter
and Pavel of Nove Hrady, visit of Cesky Krumlov called
also “small” Prague and old cas tle at Nove Hrady).

Con sid er ing the an swers par tic i pants gave away in
ques tion naire be fore leav ing, we are de lighted to call the
FEBS Ad vanced Course „Ad vanced Meth ods in
Macromolecular Crys tal li za tion“ suc cess ful and very fruit -
ful. We are look ing for ward to sim i lar ac tiv i ties sched uled
for year 2006. 

For more in for ma tion see http://www.img.cas.cz/igm/cc.
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