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Preface

The Czech and Slovak Crystallographic Association (CSCA) organized 18th European Crystallographic Meet-
ing in 1998 at Czech Technical University. In spite of various problems, we had a feeling that the nice location
of the Faculty of Civil Engineering, keeping together lectures, poster and exhibition, would be ideal for confer-
ences. Most of a group of few people who did their best that time came to decision that they could organize an-
other conference at this site. In 2001, we decided to submit our application for organization of popular EPDIC
conference to the EPDIC committee and were happy in May 2002 shortly before the last EPDIC in Uppsala,
when the EPDIC committee accepted our proposal. However, in that time, we also realized that it would be not
easy to maintain the high level of all past EPDICs. Our main aims are, of course, high scientific level of the con-
ference as well as a nice working atmosphere and pleasant time during the whole conference. I am happy that
not only scientists interested in powder diffraction but also colleagues from other fields of crystallography and
structure analysis as e.g. bio-crystallography are taking part at the organization of the meeting. We organized
together many annual CSCA meetings and hopefully the collaboration will be successful also in this case.

The preparation started in spring 2003 when the programme committee was created. At the end 0f 2003 a set
of 34 proposals for plenary lectures was collected. Then Internet discussion forum was opened for comments of
the committee members to each candidate from the point of view of the suitability with respect to plenary lec-
ture. After that, Internet polls were organized and each member could give points (from -5 to +5) to each candi-
date. All the committee members took part at this procedure. Modification of the results was planned in order to
meet some criteria like avoiding topics overlapping, geographical aspects etc. Finally, the results shown clearly
the first six candidates which met the criteria in quite sufficient manner and therefore the procedure was closed
without changes. However, most of other candidates were then invited to microsymposia or they are among reg-
ular participants.

In the next step, the EPDIC award selection was organized in a similar way during February and March. For
five candidates, their nomination letters, curriculum vitae, list of publications, other supporting material and
also supporting letters of other scientists were submitted, displayed for the programme committee on the Web
site and opened for their comments. The procedure was finished again by Internet voting and also in this case all
the committee members gave their points (0 - 5) to the candidates. Fortunately, again the first place was quite
clear and organization of the second round was found to be unnecessary. Four of the five candidates will how-
ever be present at the EPDIC anyway.

The deadline for abstracts of those authors asking for lectures was at the beginning of May. Nearly half of all
abstracts came that time. The abstracts were immediately displayed in html format on the Web site under the in-
dicated conference topics. Authors marked their classifications themselves during the abstract registration at
the Web site. Three options for methods and three options for materials were possible. All programme commit-
tee members were asked for evaluation of abstracts according to their topics with the aim to select oral contribu-
tions. The criterion was not only the quality of contributions but also their suitability for a lecture. For each
topics 3-4 members were asked to give their preferences. After all evaluations arrived, the chairman of the con-
ference tried to balance the topics and distribute the abstracts into them according the evaluation. Finally, the
programme of microsymposia was approved by the committee. Abstracts for posters came during June.

This was the way the programme of EPDIC IX was prepared. All the accepted abstracts for oral and poster
presentations are collected in this journal. Full contributions (6 pages) will be published, if accepted by referees,
in Zeitschrift fiir Kristallographie and its Web site.

I appreciate very much the work of all the Programme Committee members. As you could see above they
were not only formal members but they were actually working and finally they will also serve as chairs and
co-chairs of microsymposia.

All organizers believe that participants will have a nice time in Prague during the conference, find new ideas
helping them in scientific work and, perhaps, find also new friends.

Praha, August 2004 R, Kuzel
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Notes to Scientific Programme

Size - Strain workshop

In autumn 2003, Paolo Scardi came with an idea to join already traditional Size - Strain meeting with the EPDIC
conference in order to save time, nowadays when more and more conferences appear. It was decided to call it
workshop and organize it as a meeting more focussed to the problems of line broadening analysis - main sources
of diffraction line broadening, size-strain measurement and modelling, line broadening analysis for
nanocrystalline materials, size - strain software.

The workshop is intended for all those interested in the X-ray powder diffraction analysis of grain size and
strain including its relation to texture and stress. The analysis of powders, bulk materials as well as of thin films
are of interest. Programme consists of several invited lectures and detailed discussions. The workshop follows
three Size-Strain conferences that have been organized since 1995.

Software workshop

The idea of this workshop appear during the ECM conference in Durban, in August 2003, during a discussion
with Lachlan M Cranswick who already organized several software workshops during the [UCr and ECM
meeting and it is known by his enthusiasm in this field and also by the CCP14 site which has been created and
maintained mainly by him. It was decided to pick up two topics - size - strain software and phase analysis soft-
ware because there were several workshops on structure solution and refinement software in last years. He in-
vited several lecturers and the programme covers whole day.

EPDIC programme

The EPDIC programme is more or less traditional with some modifications. It begins with an EPDIC award
evening lecture. Three conference days are opened with two plenary lectures and continue with two parallel
morning microsymposia. Other microsymposia are organized during afternoons. Poster sessions are organized
twice after lunches but the posters should be displayed for the whole conference.

Codes of Contributions

Xn-Ym

X - Y -
S Size - Strain workshop 0] oral contribution
I Invited plenary lectures P poster
An, Bn Microsymposium m number of lecture within
Tn Poster session topics session or poster number
n Number of session
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