
CZECH AND SLOVAK
CRYSTALLOGRAPHIC ASSOCIATION

The Czech and Slo vak Crys tal lo graphic As so ci a tion
(CSCA) or ga nized or co-or ga nized sev eral con fer ences
and tra di tional one-day sem i nars in 2003.

Sem i nars on prob lems of X-ray and neu tron
struc ture anal y sis (Rozhovory)

258th Sem i nar

In sti tute of Chem i cal Tech nol ogy,
Praha, 14. 5. 2003

Lectures: 
 
B. Kratochvíl: Poly mor phism of solid phar ma ceu ti cal sub -
stances, H. Petøíèková: Molecular and crys tal struc ture of
semi-syn thetic morphinan al ka loids, J. Èejka: Poly mor -
phism ergot al ka loids, M. Hušák: Use of in ter ac tive vi su al -
iza tion of elec tronic den sity map and sim i lar func tions for
better in ter pre ta tion of struc tural data , J. Had: X-ray phase
anal y sis in In sti tute of Chemical Tech nol ogy in Prague,
J. Maixner: Data col lec tion with X’Pert PRO pro gram
X’Pert Data Col lec tor. Data eval u a tion with X’Pert
HighScore, J. Maixner: X-ray flu o res cence anal y sis – ap -
pli ca tion of wave-dispersive spectrometer and quan ti ta tive
el e ment anal y sis us ing standardless soft ware Uniquant 4,
M. Hušák: Elec tron mi cros copy meth ods of struc tural stud -
ies of plant pro teins.

Ex cur sion: 

a) Lab o ra tory of X-ray dif frac tion and spec trom e try with
the dem on stra tion of mea sure ment on spec trom e ter ARL
9400 and diffractometer X’Pert PRO (Dr. Maixner) 
b) Min er al og i cal col lec tions in the In sti tute of Chem i cal
Tech nol ogy in Prague (Prof. Kratochvíl)   

Organization:  B. Kratochvíl

259th Sem i nar

In sti tute of Mo lec u lar Ge net ics, Acad emy of Sci ences of
the Czech Re pub lic
Praha, 12. 11. 2003

Syn chro tron ra di a tion in struc ture anal y sis 

Lectures 

J. Hrdý: Re frac tion study at the Bragg and Laueho dif frac -
tion on per fect crys tals, L. Pa lati nus: Ad van tages and
draw backs of the use of syn chro tron ra di a tion for pre cise

de ter mi na tion of in ten si ties of  Bragg re flec tions for crys tal 
struc ture de ter mi na tion, J. Hašek: Pro tein struc ture de ter -
mi na tion in the In sti tute of Macromolecular Chem is try,
Acad emy of Sci ences of the Czech Re pub lic us ing
synchrotron ra di a tion at ELETTRA and ESRF,
P. Øezáèová: Pro tein struc ture de ter mi na tion in the In sti -
tute of Mo lec u lar Ge net ics us ing syn chro tron ra di a tion at
ESRF and DESY, L. Urbaníková: Mu tants of RNase Sa -
struc ture, sta bil ity, flexibiliy, J. Ševèík: Pro tein struc ture
with atomic res o lu tion, J. Brynda: Pro tein struc ture
determination in the In sti tute of Mo lec u lar Ge net ics us ing
lab o ra tory pro tein diffractometer.

Ex cur sion to pro tein diffractometer in the de part ment of
gene manipulation (ro ta tion an ode Nonius, area de tec tor
MarResearch, equip ment for cool ing of the crys tal)

Organization:  P. Øezáèová, J. Hrdý, J. Hašek

260th Sem i nar

In sti tute of Macromolecular Chemistry, Acad emy of Sci -
ences of the Czech Re pub lic,
Praha, 21. 11.  

X-ray scat ter ing and syn chro tron ra di a tion in
ma te ri als sci ence 

Lectures: 

T. Ungár: The microstructure of crys tal line ma te ri als de ter -
mined by X-ray dif frac tion peak pro file anal y sis, V. Holý:
Use of syn chro tron ra di a tion for study of self-or ga nized
nanostructures, D. Rafaja: Struc ture-re lated changes in
magnetoresistance of Co90Fe10/Cu and Co90Fe10/
Cu85Ag10Au5 multilayers, R. Èerný: Ma te ri als sci ence at
Swiss-Nor we gian beamline in ESRF and at SLS, M.
Rieder: Ex pe ri ence with dif frac tion of syn chro tron ra di a -
tion on min eral pow ders, M. Steinhart: Projects solved at
small-an gle scat ter ing beamline in Elettra 

Organization:  R. Kužel, M. Steinhart, J. Hrdý

CSCA Col lo quium - Computational Methods
in X-ray and Neu tron Struc ture Anal y sis

Nové Hrady, Academic and uni ver sity cen ter, 
16. - 20. 6. 2003

Tra di tional col lo quium or ga nized as a course. State of art
of some of the com pu ta tional method in struc ture anal y sis,
their use and pos si bil i ties for ob tain ing in for ma tion on
crys tal struc ture in bi ol ogy, chem is try, phys ics and min er -
al ogy. It was a con tin u a tion of pre ced ing col lo quium Ex -
per i men tal meth ods which was held in Ostravice 2002.

Main topic: Fou rier meth ods in dif frac tion, da ta bases,
struc ture vi su al iza tion, Internet; pow der dif frac tion - phase 
anal y sis, tex tures, stresses;  struc ture so lu tion and re fine -
ment from sin gle crys tal and pow der dif frac tion, Rietveld
anal y sis, pro tein struc ture de ter mi na tion, mod el ling of
struc tures, deconvolution meth ods.
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Main lec tur ers: 
J. Komrska (FSI VUT Brno), K. Huml (ÚMCH AVÈR,
Praha), B. Schnei der (Centrum pro komplexní molekulární
systémy AVÈR, Praha), J. Hašek (ÚMCH AVÈR, Praha),
R. Kužel (MFF UK, Praha), M. Hušák (VŠCHT Praha), 
J. Fiala (ZÈU, Plzeò), P. Ondruš (Geologický ústav,
Praha), V. Petøíèek (FzÚ AVÈR, Praha), T. Obšil (PøF UK, 
Praha),  J. Brynda (ÚMG AVÈR Praha), R. Èerný (Uni ver -
sity of Geneve, Ženeva), S. Daniš (MFF UK, Praha), 
J. Vévodová (PøF MU, Brno), P. Øezáèová (ÚMG AVÈR,
Praha),  J. Ondráèek (ÚMG AVÈR, Praha), P. Èapková
(MFF UK, Praha),  B. Koudelka (MFF UK, Praha), 
T. Skálová (ÚMCH AVÈR, Praha),  J. Marek (FJFI
ÈVUT, Praha), M. Šlouf (ÚMCH AVÈR, Praha), M.
Èerník (U. S. Steel, Košice), M. Èeròanský (FzÚ AVÈR,
Praha).

Small work shops in well-equipped com puter room were
in cluded in the programme.

Work shops:

Da ta bases, struc ture vi su al iza tion (Schnei der, Hašek,
Hušák, Císaøová), soft ware for pow der dif frac tion (Kužel), 
struc ture so lu tion from sin gle crys tals (Dušek, Petøíèek,
Brynda, Obšil), struc ture so lu tion from powders (Èerný,
Daniš).

WWW pages http://www.xray.cz/xray/csca/kol2003/
(in clud ing pho tos and video clips)

Num ber of par tic i pants: 71

Organization: R. Kužel, I. Kutá Smatanová, P. Øezáèová,
J. Hašek, R. Èerný, V. Petøíèek.

All ab stract have been pub lished in Ma te ri als Struc ture v.
10, num ber 1a  (http://www.xray.cz/ms/).

5. re view of stu dent works in X-ray and neu tron struc -
ture analysis in the Czech and Slo vak republics

it was in cluded in the col lo quium This time only 12 stu -
dents took part. They pre sented their re sults of di ploma and 
PhD the sis. Three best works (or pre sen ta tions) were
awarded by diploms and fi nan cial sum - 
B. Klepetáøová (In sti tute of Chem i cal Tech nol ogy, Praha):
Solvatomorphism of er got alkaloida, H. Petøíèková (In sti -
tute of Chem i cal Tech nol ogy, Praha): Struc ture anal y sis of
morphinan al ka loids, V. Hlinková (In sti tute of Molecular
Bi ol ogy, Slo vak Acad emy of Sci ences, Bratislava): Com -
plex of Ribonuclease Sa2 with 3`-GMP and 2´, 3´-GCPT.

Re port  in Czech with pho tos in Ma te ri als Struc ture, 10
(2003), no. 2.

Struc ture So lu tion from Powder Dif frac tion
data

Stará Lesná, 14. 9. - 19. 9. Con gress Cen ter of Slo vak
Acad emy of Sciences

see re port be low and with pho tos in Ma te ri als Struc ture 10
(2003) no. 2.

De vel op ment of Ma te ri als Sci ence in Re search 
and Ed u ca tion

15. - 19. 9.

Ho tel of the Slo vak Uni ver sity of Ag ri cul ture in Nitra,
High Tatras

Re port on the meet ing  in Ma te ri als Struc ture 10, (2003),
no. 2 (in Czech).

2nd Meet ing of Struc tural Biologists

Ac a demic and University Cen ter, Nové Hrady,
13. - 15. 3.

Lec tures: 

Ple nary lecture:

Karel Ulbrich Dr.Sc. (Ústav makromolekulární chemie AV 
ÈR, Praha): Poly mer car ri ers for tar geted drug de liv ery and 
con trolled drug release 

Other lectures:

R. Dvorský,  I. Barák, P. Flecker, R. Chaloupková, 
Z. Prokop, F. Vácha, K. Bezouška, J. Vondrášek, 
J. Damborský, R. Ettrich, I. Bártová, R. Kužel,  R. Hrabal,
R. Fiala, B. Schnei der, K. Réblová , V. Sychrovský,  
J. Dohnálek, J. Brynda, P. Øezáèová, R. Š•ouraèová, 
¼. Urbaníková, J. Hašek, A. Lewit-Bentley, T. Obšil.

About 35 post ers were pre sented.

The main aim of the meet ing is in for ma tion ex change be -
tween the groups work ing in the field of struc tural bi ol ogy
(NMR, XRD, IR spec tros copy, bioinformatics, com puter
ex per i ments, quantum chem is try). Usu ally high num ber of
stu dents take part at the con fer ence.

WWW page - http://www.xray.czs/setkani/

Num ber of participants:  90

Organization: B. Schnei der, I. Kutá Smatanová, R. Kužel,
D. Štys, V. Sklenáø.

Ab stracts in Ma te ri als Struc ture vol. 10 (2003), no. 1.

CSCA Sci en tific board

Elec tion of a new sci en tific board was or ga nized in 2003.
Vot ing could be done by mail to the ad dress of the chair -
man of the elec tion committee or di rectly dur ing the
colloqium in Nové Hrady on June 16 and 17. 

Elec tion com mit tee: chair man - Mar ian Èeròanský, mem -
bers: Renata Štouraèová, Pavel Vojtíšek. There was 92
votes in to tal.  The chair man an nounced the or der of the
first 13 can di dates. None of can di dates re ceived less than
24 % of votes. 

Re sults in al pha bet i cal or der (num ber of votes in pa ren the -
ses):
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Dr. Antonín Buchal (57)
In sti tute of Ma te ri als En gi neer ing,

 Tech ni cal Uni ver sity, Brno
buchal@pime.fme.vutbr.cz

Dr. Ivana Císaøová (67)
De part ment of In or ganic Chem is try, 
Fac ulty of Nat u ral Sci ences, Charles Uni ver sity, Praha
cisarova@mail.natur.cuni.cz

Prof. Jaroslav Fiala (73)
Fac ulty of Me chan i cal En gi neer ing
West Bo he mian Uni ver sity, Plzeò
fiala@kmm.zcu.cz

Prof. Nikolaj Ganev (56)
Fac ulty of Nu clear En gi neer ing
Czech Tech ni cal Uni ver sity, Praha
ganev@troja.fjfi.cvut.cz

Dr. Jindøich Hašek (76)
In sti tute of Macromolecular Chem is try, 
Acad emy of Sci ences of the Czech Re pub lic, Praha
hasek@imc.cas.cz

Prof. Václav Holý (44)
Fac ulty of Math e mat ics and Phys ics,
Charles Uni ver sity, Prague 
Fac ulty of Nat u ral Sci ences, Masaryk Uni ver sity,

 Brno
holy@phys ics.muni.cz

Dr. Jiøí Hybler (43)
In sti tute of Phys ics, 
Acad emy of Sci ences of the Czech Re pub lic, Praha
hybler@fzu.cz

Dr. Viktor Kaveèanský  (43)
In sti tute of Ex per i men tal Phys ics
Slo vak Acad emy of Sci ences, Košice
kavec@saske.sk

Dr. Ivana Kutá Smatanová (47)
In sti tute of Phys i cal Bi ol ogy, South Bo he mian 

       Uni ver sity at Èeské Budìjovice
ivas@bf.jcu.cz

Prof. Radomír Kužel (90)
Fac ulty of Math e mat ics and Phys ics,
Charles Uni ver sity, Praha
kuzel@karlov.mff.cuni.cz

Dr. Zbynìk Šourek (55)
In sti tute of Phys ics, Acad emy of Sci ences of 

      the Czech re pub lic, Praha
sourek@fzu.cz

Prof. Pavol Šutta (49)
New Tech nol o gies - Re search Center ,
Plzeò

Prof. Zdenìk Weiss (52)
Cen tral an a lyt i cal lab o ra tory
Tech ni cal Uni ver sity, Ostrava
zdenek.weiss@vsb.cz

The sci en tific board elected new CSCA of fi cials (be low) at 
its first meeting on June 17 in Nové Hrady

CSCA In for ma tion Cen tre

CSCA Jour nal

The jour nal “Ma te ri als Struc ture in Chem is try,  Bi ol ogy,
Phys ics and Tech nol ogy”, ISSN 1210-8529. Con tri bu tions 
can be pub lished in Eng lish,  Czech or Slo vak. Sci en tific
pa pers are re viewed usu ally by two in de pend ent ref er ees.

Web page of the jour nal: http://www.xray.cz/ms

Other Jour nals and Pro ceed ings

IUCr  (In ter na tional Un ion of Crys tal log ra phy) News let ter
is quar terly dis trib uted to all CSCA mem bers. 

Da ta bases in stalled

The lat est ver sions of crys tal lo graphic da ta bases are in -
stalled in In sti tute of Phys ics and In sti tute of Macro mole -
cular Chem is try, Acad emy of Sci ences of the Czech
Re pub lic,  Fac ulty of Math e mat ics and Phys ics, Charles
Uni ver sity, Slo vak Tech ni cal Uni ver sity Bratislava 

INTERNET

The as so ci a tion would like to ex tend the use of Internet.

Ad dress of WWW page: http://www.xray.cz

Re gional Com mit tee of the IUCr

Dr. Zbynìk Šourek (Chair per son)
In sti tute of Phys ics, Acad emy of Sci ences of the Czech 
Re pub lic, Praha

Prof. Mar ian Koman  (Vice-chair per sons)
De part ment of In or ganic Chem is try,
Fac ulty of Chem i cal Tech nol ogy, 
Slo vak Tech ni cal Uni ver sity, Bratislava

Dr. ¼ubomír Èaploviè
Fac ulty of Ma te ri als and Tech nol ogy
Slo vak Tech ni cal Uni ver sity, Trnava

Prof. Juraj Èernák
Fac ulty of Na ture, Safarik Uni ver sity, Košice

Dr. Jaromír Hrdý
In sti tute of Phys ics, Acad emy of Sci ences of the Czech 
Re pub lic, Praha

Prof. Jaromír Marek
De part ment of In or ganic Chem is try
Fac ulty of Na ture, Masaryk Uni ver sity
Brno

Prof. Pavol Šutta
De part ment of Phys ics, 
Mil i tary Acad emy, Liptovský Mikuláš

Prof. Zdenìk Trávníèek
De part ment of In or ganic Chem is try
Fac ulty of Na ture, Palacky Uni ver sity
Olomouc
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Ad dresses of the CSCA of fi cials

Pres i dent:

Dr. Jindøich Hašek

       In sti tute of Macromolecular Chem is try
       Heyrovského nám. 2, 162 06 Praha 6 
       Tel. 00420- 296 809 390, 

Fax: 00420- 296 809 410
       E-mail: hasekj@imc.cas.cz

Vice Pres i dents:

Dr. Viktor Kaveèanský 
In sti tute of Ex per i men tal Phys ics
Slo vak Acad emy of Sci ences, 
Watsonova 47, 043 53 Košice

       E-mail: kavec@saske.sk

Prof. Jaroslav Fiala 
Fac ulty of Me chan i cal En gi neer ing
West Bo he mian Uni ver sity
Univerzitní 22, 306 14 Plzeò

       Tel: 00420-37 763 8300 
E-mail: fialaj@kmm.zcu.cz

Sec re tary:

Prof. Radomír Kužel
Fac ulty of Math e mat ics and Phys ics
Ke Karlovu 5, 121 16 Praha 2
Tel: 00420-221911394
Fax: 00420-224911061
E-mail: kuzel@karlov.mff.cuni.cz

J. Hašek, R. Kužel

Struc ture So lu tion from 
Pow der Dif frac tion Data SSPD’03
held on 14-19 Sep tem ber 2003 in Stará Lesná, Slovakia

The in ter na tional meet ing Struc ture So lu tion from Pow der
Dif frac tion Data (SSPD’03) was a log i cal con tin u a tion of a 
long se ries of lo cal con fer ences on pow der dif frac tion, or -
ga nized in Slovakia since 1992. At the or i gin of SSPD’03
was an idea  to get to gether the best spe cial ist in the struc -
ture de ter mi na tion from pow der dif frac tion data with those
work ing on the filed of struc ture pre dic tion. The pur pose of 
this con fer ence was to as sess the prog ress made in the the -
ory and tech niques of struc ture so lu tion based on pow der
dif frac tion data and to point to ar eas where fur ther work is
needed. Spe cial at ten tion was paid to struc ture pre dic tion
done by en ergy minimization, be cause its re sults are fre -
quently checked by Rietveld re fine ment. It is be lieved that
a com bi na tion of these two meth ods will in a near fu ture
be come a stan dard tool. As a con fer ence venue the beau ti -
ful en vi ron ment of High Tatra moun tains in Slovakia was
cho sen. The idea seemed first to be quite risky in the view
of un cer tain whether in this re gion in Sep tem ber and also in 
the view of the ac cu mu la tion of meet ings in this time pe -
riod. 

Fol low ing top ics were cov ered by in vited lec tures:

- in dex ing by Armel Le Bail (Le Mans),

- struc ture mod el ing and pre dic tion of ex tended sol ids by 
J. Chris tian Schön (Stuttgart) and of mo lec u lar sol ids by
Al ex an der Dzyabchenko (Mos cow),

- in ten sity ex trac tion by Jon a than P. Wright (ESRF),

- di rect meth ods by Jordi Rius (Bar ce lona),

- global op ti mi za tion by Pe ter W. Stephens (Stony Brook)
and Radovan Èerný (Geneva),

- to tal pat tern anal y sis by Rob ert L. Snyder (At lanta),

- ap pli ca tions to phys ics and chem is try by Dan iel Louër
(Rennes), Rob ert Von Dreele (Argonne), James A. Kaduk
(Naperville) and Paolo Radaelli (ISIS).

These top ics and oth ers, like struc ture de ter mi na tion from
neu tron pow der dif frac tion, real struc ture, were cov ered
also by 18 oral and 21 poster pre sen ta tions. Al to gether 69
par tic i pants  from Croatia, Rus sia, United King dom, It aly,
Den mark, USA, Tur key, Aus tria, Swe den, Slovenia,
Spain, France, Nor way, Is rael, Ger many, Al ge ria, Swit zer -
land, The Neth er lands, Czech Re pub lic and Slovakia at -
tended this meet ing. Com mer cial lec tures were de liv ered
by A.Coelho (Bruker), C.Reiss and S.Prugovecki
(Philips/PANalytical), com mer cial ex hi bi tions were or ga -
nized by Philips/PANalytical, Stoe and Ox ford
Cryosystems. The meet ing was also sup ported by Seifert
com pany. Ow ing to gen er ous sup port from the IUCr the
Or ga niz ers we are able to of fer a fi nan cial sup port to a lim -
ited num ber of stu dents and young sci en tists from sev eral
coun tries. 

The ba sic idea of the pro gram com mit tee of the meet ing
was to cre ate an at mo sphere where the par tic i pants felt free
to pres ent and ex change their ideas, even the cra zi est ones.
No pro ceed ings from the meet ing were planned, and de -
spite of busy con fer ence pro gram there was time avail able
for in for mal dis cus sions. Ac cord ing to the ma jor ity of par -
tic i pants the ob jec tive was met. Es pe cially the ex change
be tween the peo ple work ing on struc ture pre dic tion by en -
ergy land scape in ves ti ga tion and those de vel op ing the
method of struc ture so lu tion by global op ti mi za tion of the
struc tural model was stim u lat ing. SSPD’03  showed that
such type of cre ative meet ings is very much ap pre ci ated in
the fields of sci ence where the meth od ol ogy is still un der
de vel op ment, like is the case of pow der dif frac tion. 

Radovan Èerný, Lubomír Smrèok

Ó Krystalografická spoleènost

CZECH AND SLOVAK CRYSTALLOGRAPHIC ASSOCIATION   59



Crys tal li za tion Course CC2003

The sec ond run of Pro tein Crys tal li za tion Course CC2003
held in the Ac a demic and Uni ver sity Cen ter (AUC) at
Nove Hrady dur ing the first week of Oc to ber 
(3-8.10.2003). 

In or der to achi e ve its high le vel, qua li fied crys tal lo -
gra phers from Ger ma ny (Prof. R. Hil gen feld and Dr. J.
Mes ters of Uni ver si ty of Lue beck and Dr. T. Klupsch of
IHPT Jena), Spa in (Prof. J.M. Gar cia-Ruiz and Dr. J.A.
Ga vi ra Gal lar do of In sti tu to An da luz de Ci enci as de la
Tier ra, Gra na da), Aus tria (Prof. R. Gran do ri of J. Kepler
Uni ver si ty, Linz and Dr. L. Jan da of Uni ver si ty of Vien na)
and the Czech Re pub lic (Dr. Jin d rich Hasek from IMCH
AS CR, Dr. Jiri Bryn da from IMG AS CR) were in vi ted to
give the lectu res as well as or ga ni ze practi ces for 21 un der -
gra dua te and post gra dua te stu dents not only from the
Czech Re pub lic. The CC2003 was sponsored by Academic 
and University Center [CR] and CSCA [CR].

The of fi cial lan guage of the course was Eng lish. Dur -
ing morn ing lec tures stu dents were ac quainted with the
the ory of pro tein crys tal log ra phy tech nique and lat est
meth ods of pro tein iso la tion, pu ri fi ca tion, crys tal li za tion
and col lec tion of dif frac tion data. Freshly ob tained knowl -
edge was trained dur ing af ter noon prac tices, which took
place in the Laboratory of Crystallogenesis.

Using dif fe rent crys tal li zati on methods such as han -
ging drop and sit ting drop va pour dif fu si on methods, crys -
tal li zati on in a gel, etc., stu dents grew their own crys tals of
mo del pro tein lysozyme. 

Ad di tional programme: ex cur sion to Ces ke Bu dejo vi -
ce, poster sessi on, round table dis cus sion.

Con sid er ing the par ti ci pants’ an swers gave in the
ques ti on naire dis tri bu ted at the end of the cour se, we are
de ligh ted to call the se cond year of crys tal li zati on cour se
success ful and very fruit ful. We are lo o king for ward to si -
mi lar acti vi ties sche duled for 2004, when this crys tal li zati -
on cour se will be run as the FEBS Advan ced Cour se cal led
„Advan ced Methods in Ma cromo le cu lar Crys tal li zati on“. 

More in for ma tion will soon be avail able at
 http://www.img.cas.cz/igm/cc2004.

Ivana Kutá Smatanová, Pavlína Øezáèová

EPDIC-IX and Size-Strain IV

Prague, Czech Re pub lic, Au gust 31 - Sep tem ber 5, 2004

Tra di tional Eu ro pean Pow der Dif frac tion Con fer ence will
be held at the Czech Tech ni cal Uni ver sity in Prague. The
con fer ence fol lows im me di ately the ECM in Bu da pest,
Hun gary. It be gins with a Size-Strain work shop - the fourth 
con tin u a tion of the Size-Strain con fer ences, now planned
as more fo cused to line pro file anal y sis, crys tal lite size and
lat tice de fects anal y sis. The EPDIC con fer ence will start on 
Thurs day, Sep tem ber 2 with a full-day soft ware work shop
or ga nized by Lach lan Cranswick and con cen trated to two
top ics - size/strain and phase anal y sis soft ware. The
programme sched ule is sim i lar to last EPDICs with ple nary 
lec tures, two par al lel microsymposia and two poster ses -
sions. Wide scope of pow der dif frac tion should be pre -
sented with ap pli ca tions in phys ics, chem is try, ma te ri als
sci ence, phar macy, min er al ogy, and even in bi ol ogy. Pow -
der dif frac tion study of dif fer ent ma te ri als will be pre -
sented: or ganic and in or ganic ma te ri als,  nanomaterials,
thin films and multilayers, poly mers, min er als, met als and
al loys, mag netic and ferro elec tric ma te ri als, ionic con duc -
tors, com pos ites, ce ram ics, cat a lysts, intermetallic com -
pounds, dis or dered struc tures, amor phous ma te ri als,
glasses. Main top ics: struc ture so lu tion and re fine ment,
stress, strain and tex ture, phase anal y sis, non-am bi ent con -
di tions, phase tran si tions, fi bre diffraction, software,
databases, instrumentation, hard X-rays, diffraction of
neutrons and electrons, reflectivity, small-angle scattering.

Rel e vant in for ma tion is avail able on the Web site
http://www.xray.cz/epdic, the con fer ence E-mail ad dress is 
epdic-9@post.cz. Pre lim i nary reg is tra tion is en cour aged
now as a help for or ga niz ers and also be cause the reg is tered 
peo ple can be quickly in formed about any news and
changes. The Web site in cludes a guestbook and dis cus sion 
fo rum. There are dif fer ent dead lines. The first im por tant
one is at the end of April, when all the ap pli ca tions for oral
con tri bu tions and for fi nan cial sup port to gether with ab -
stracts should ar rive. The ac com mo da tion for re duced con -
fer ence prices must be or dered till the end of May. 
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